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seems to me that by the rot in the Bourbon family,1 the
case is much altered since the negotiations were set on foot,
and that the conditions of peace must be much another
thing than they ought to have been then, and I should not
wonder if so extraordinary a change should puzzle the
wisest Ministry; but I am much surprised to hear that
Philip should stick at renouncing his pretensions to France,
that not suiting with the methods formerly used by that
family. The only thing that can stick with him seems to
me the fear [that] his brother Berry2 should keep him to
his word and take the advantage of his renunciation to step
into the throne of France and exclude him; but he may set
his heart at rest as to that, the French are so intent on
their interest and glory, that if only one life stood between
the union of the two crowns, they would soon find means
to remove it out of the way. It is a maxim in France that
the hereditary right is indefeasible, and who ever endeav-
oured to put it by would be looked on as a usurper and by
other maxims might be removed any way, especially when
his removal would be so fair a step to the universal
monarchy.

As to the conditions of peace I never heard of any yet, that
had any, [so] to look, testimony of their being genuine, and
perhaps no negotiations were ever managed with so much
secrecy as this, which has made [people] not well affected
say that this peace is like that of God and passes all under-
standing. As to the government of Ireland, considering all
things it had surely been in effect to destroy the Duke of
Ormond to remove him, and some did not fail to suggest
that he was only made Captain-General to get him out of
Court on that consideration. I think it was not amiss to
continue both as they were till other circumstances offer.
I laid a wager last November that the peace would not be
proclaimed before August; [it] was only a treat, and I am
afraid I shall win it

1  The death of the only son of Louis XIV in the previous year has
been noticed (supra^ p. 248) and it was followed in February of this
year by the deaths of that monarch's eldest grandson and eldest
great-grandson, leaving  between the   succession  of Louis XIV's
second grandson, Philip V of Spain, to the French throne, only
the life of a sickly infant, who, however, survived  and  became
Louis XV.

2  Charles, Due de Berry, who was the third grandson of Louis XIV
and died in 1714.which is said to have had for itsh had been published
